
86 

International Journal of Law 

www.lawjournals.org 

ISSN: 2455-2194 

Received: 12-02-2024, Accepted: 06-03-2024, Published: 29-03-2024 

Volume 10, Issue 2, 2024, Page No. 86-88 

 

Right to privacy in India: Role of the media 

Aanchal Nand 

University Institute of Legal Studies, Chandigarh University, Gharuan, Mohali, Punjab, India 
 

 

 

 

Abstract 

With the need for information security legislation and the social equity of security for every person, regardless of sexual 

preference, the discussion of protection profoundly changed in the twenty-first century. A crucial part of life and freedom, as 

well as one of the fundamental rights upheld by the Constitution, is privacy. All humans have it in a similar way, regardless of 

class, layer, orientation, or direction. It has a significant role in enhancing one's moral character, uprightness, and composure. 

The protection is not, however, a fundamental right, thus any intrusion must be justified by the necessity, need, and 

proportionality of preserving this prized privilege, and any such attack must be permitted by law. The starting principles of 

security have been pursued in this essay through several legal declarations, which has led to a perception of security as a 

component of Article 21 of the Indian Constitution. The law of development of this right as a Vital right is essentially the 

paper's main focus. In the same manner, given that the era we live in is one of data and that just one out of every odd piece of 

data we possess is anticipated to be delivered, along with specific restrictions and security requirements, the task of protection 

becomes crucial in this situation. In this mechanically advanced era of the twenty-first century, the idea of security of such 

protection as data is the greatest level of prerequisite. 
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Introduction 

Privacy is a right intrinsic in each person from the hour of 

his introduction to the world. In spite of the fact, that it is 

hard to give an unbending meaning of the term ‘privacy’, its 

fundamental significance is for an individual to appreciate 

individual independence and secrecy. Going to a more exact 

significance, protection can mean anything going from real 

respectability and instructive self – assurance to poise, 

constrained discourse and opportunity to disagree. 

India is a signatory to the United Nations Declaration on 

Human Rights, which was embraced in 1948, and the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which 

was taken on in 1966. These two principle worldwide 

instruments laid the reasons for the world’s paramount 

democracy and constitutions. 

In any case, we can witness the over-energetic media is 

infringing the individual right. There is a need to keep a 

harmony between two elements. Since this is viewed as a 

perplexing cycle thus, achieving equilibrium between these 

two is essential to encourage peace and harmony in society. 

 

Privacy 

Privacy means the right to let alone. Meaning to privacy, 

where an individual would refrain oneself from being 

exposed in the public domain. Be it private or public, 

sometimes people just want to be in their own. They do not 

want any other person to judge them on their deeds. 

Basically, government asks for every minute information 

related to an individual and then they intrude. This intrusion 

shall be done at a right time and not when they are having 

their private space. Also, the intrusion should be logical and 

prior permission should be taken before doing this. Right to 

privacy guarantees a control to an individual upon his 

personal domain. Personal domain means personal space. 

There are other controls as well. 

Spatial Control: Control upon your relations with people. 

No one will interfere in that. Complete control of the space 

around you. 

 

Bodily Control: Control upon your physical integrity. 

Means your body should not be harmed by anyone. 

 

Decisional Control: The freedom to take decisions (any 

kind of decision). Freedom of education, sexual choice, 

profession, relationship with anyone. There will be no 

interference. 

 

Communicational Control: You have full control upon 

communications. I can talk to my father anything I want. 

 

Intellectual Control: Your control upon your thoughts, 

beliefs, ideas, opinions etc. 

 

Informational Control: Information about your personal 

data. That is in complete control. Your age, place of birth 

etc. 

 

Cases Related to Privacy 

In a decided case [1] a majority of eight judge constitution 

bench held that right to privacy was not a central right under 

the Indian Constitution and furthermore held that search and 

seizure is must for the protection. Also expressed that search 

and seizure process is transitory obstruction for which legal 

acknowledgement was superfluous. 

The Supreme Court ruled [2] that domiciliary night visits 

were against Article 21 of the Indian Constitution and a 

person's individual freedom in a case where police 

monitoring was under scrutiny due to a violation of the right 

to protection. As a result, the court has determined that the 

right to protection is a limited right that should be taken into 

account on a case-by-case basis rather than an absolute 

right. 
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In a decided case [3] an auto driver, who was condemned to 

death for a situation of homicide, unveiled in his life 

account his relations for certain open authorities. The 

Supreme Court held that distribution of any data without the 

assent of the individual would be infringement of Article 21. 

The just exemption is the point at which the data depends on 

freely available reports. Supreme Court further said – a 

resident has a privilege to shield the protection of his own, 

his family, marriage, multiplication, parenthood, 

childbearing and instruction among different issues. 

Justice Khanna dissented in the matter of Additional District 

Magistrate Jabalpur v. Shivkant Shukla. He contends that a 

person's inherent right to life and personal freedom is their 

right to exist. He has a right to life and personal freedom 

just by virtue of his being. The Constitution protects and 

ensures that right, not that life itself. Life and individual 

freedom are protected both before and after the constitution 

goes into effect. It was granted the status of a basic right, 

meaning the constitution would defend and preserve it. 

Every natural person has control over his or her mind and 

body, and that right to privacy cannot be violated. 

 

Media 

Media means the fundamental method for mass transmission 

(broadcasting, distributing and the web). It is said to be the 

fourth pillar of democracy because media bridge the gap 

between government and individuals. The media should act 

as a third eye to the public authority and should keep us 

mindful and educated regarding what is going on around the 

world. The most well – known types of media today are 

radio, web, newspaper and T.V. Media is a significant part 

of our lives. 

 

Media’s Impact on the Right to Privacy 

Media Trial 

Trial by media is one of the prime menaces to privacy. 

Media trials are an immediate encroachment of an 

individual’s right to privacy. Indian media has, throughout 

the long term, depicted itself as one which gives gigantic 

measure of exposure to the charged, witnesses, suspects, 

casualties or any such individuals associated with a high – 

profile case. This isn’t just an intrusion of their protection 

yet additionally a backhanded danger to their lives. The 

instance of death of well-known Bollywood actor Sushant 

Singh Rajput is the quintessential illustration of this threat 

as this sort of judgement can hamper the perspective of 

individuals and the examination which is fundamentally 

essential to keep up with legal organization on bigger 

premise as some of the time the examination can be one 

sided. For instance, here for this situation accomplice of the 

deceased Rhea Chakraborty was depicted as blameworthy 

and her standing were torn by media preliminaries which 

controlled personalities which can be seen by the contempt 

for her in friendly media which raise the worry over key 

basic liberty to protection. 

 

Right to Privacy and Social Media 

Social media is a web-based type of communication. 

Numerous different types of online media like blogs, micro 

blogs, wikis, social networking sites, widgets, virtual 

universe likewise exist. Yet, long-distance social media 

platforms like Facebook, Twitter, What's App, Orkut, and 

Myspace have gained popularity in recent years. But, 

creating a profile is necessary before using a long-distance 

interpersonal communication service to browse others. To 

establish a family bond in the virtual world is the primary 

goal behind these websites for social contact. Yet, the 

clients were unaware that this aid also included wrongdoing. 

The concept of cybercrime emerged in the 1990s and has 

advanced to an unprecedented level. Yet, we are the ones 

who have indicated the degree of our agreement with the 

devil, and as a result, our privacy is currently at risk. Using 

the web leads to the collection of IP addresses, catchphrases, 

and sites visited that appear to be unrelated to the 

information we give via web-based media for online 

communication, client programme history collection, and 

flexible enlisting of personal information about an 

individual. Similar to Amazon.in, the website automatically 

records our personal information. 

Youth are typically the ones who actually give in. These 

days, people don't take the time to explain their own 

complexities to those who don't understand them. This 

happens as a result of inadequate mental maturity and the 

inability to distinguish between right and wrong. These 

character hoodlums and sexual stalkers are therefore 

prepared to pursue them. 

Twitter has acknowledged that in order to get to know and 

become familiar with their users, they had checked the 

phone numbers of their users and imported them into their 

site database. Facebook's oxymoronic concept is evident 

when it first claims that we control all of the stuff we 

publish there, but then later states that we users grant 

Facebook permission to use any intellectual property (IP) 

content we associate with Face book. Others have also been 

identified based on the embarrassing footage they posted on 

social media. 

 

Inian Laws on Social Media Privacy and Data Protection 

Another phrase related to internet security has gained 

attention since the advent of online media. Information 

assurance and internet security are not specifically covered 

by any laws. Nonetheless, Article 21 [4] of our constitution 

serves as a security lock that is insufficient to adequately 

insure the information. Although the government made an 

effort to address web-based media protection issues in the 

year 2000, the Information Technology Act, 2000 remains 

India's most comprehensive legal framework that addresses 

online security. Although it can't completely defend the 

protection, it can somewhat weaken it. Included in the 

provisions that clearly ensure client protection incorporate 

Section 43 [5], 66 [6], 66F [7] and 67 [8] of the Information 

Technology Act, 2000 and furthermore the standards of the 

Act. 

 

Necessity of Privacy 

Privacy is essential for various reasons, including respecting 

individuals' autonomy and managing their reputation. It 

involves acknowledging personal boundaries and 

recognizing that individuals have a right to control what 

information about themselves is shared. Disregarding 

someone's desire for privacy is not respectful. While it may 

not always benefit everyone equally, privacy allows 

individuals to safeguard their reputation, which can impact 

their opportunities, relationships, and credibility. 

At the point when a singular knows where their information 

is and up to what degree it is accessible to the world then an 

individual is cognizant with regards to the world 

encompassing that person and subsequently in such a state 
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there are higher possibilities of individuals confiding in each 

other. Additionally, when there is a line between what goes 

out and what doesn’t, individuals can trust others in regions 

where trust is must which incorporates areas like proficient 

administrations, legislative issues or exercises or business 

purposes. At the point when trust is penetrated in one 

relationship then something like this can make an individual 

hesitant to trust any remaining relations. 

Finally, privacy limits government intervention and prevents 

undue intrusion into personal affairs. This applies not only 

to governmental authorities but also to private individuals, 

as personal information is crucial for various life decisions, 

and nobody wishes to be controlled or 

manipulated by others. 

 

Importance of Privacy 

The privilege of solitude is becoming increasingly vital in 

view of recent significant technology and social media 

advancements. 

Article 21's definition of "life" encompasses "dignified life," 

as well as all that is associated with that definition. 

Dignified life is a naturally guaranteed right and is 

inseparable from the individual’s personality. It is their 

simply because an individual exists and it contains 

everything which goes on to make worth living as per the 

standards of a civilized society. 

Without solitude, the dignity of human existence cannot be 

guaranteed. Privacy is a fundamental component of a 

dignified life. As a result, privacy affects all of the 

fundamental rights. 

Privacy is about individual autonomy i.e., an individual’s 

control upon itself. There shall be a complete independence 

of the individual upon his physical and mental space. 

Privacy and individual autonomy clearly enable a person to 

realize life to its fullest. 

Privacy and dignity cuts fundamental rights and individual 

dignity lies at the core of all the fundamental rights. Dignity, 

fairness, non-discrimination, justice, reasonableness and 

non-arbitrariness are the point of essence of various 

fundamental rights. 

Privacy and dignity have a functional relationship. Privacy 

promotes dignity. Privacy is a subset of liberty. Privacy is 

the core of all liberties and the foundation of dignity. 

Privacy has got both, positive and negative components. 

Negative component in the sense that there shall not be any 

intrusion in the personal space of an individual and positive 

component in the sense that it shall be positive duty of the 

state that it shall ensure that the circumstances are such that 

an individual’s privacy is protected. 

 

Conclusion 

The internet of things is an untidy thought that is caught the 

consideration of general society, legislatures, scholastics 

and industry. Whatever it is, however it is explained, the 

consideration it creates is important on the grounds that it 

energizes reflection on the past and eventual fate of security 

insurance. For the people who wish to see robust privacy 

esteems reflected in the advances injecting the human 

climate, it’s useful to audit what those qualities are and what 

strategies are accessible to insert them in items. 

Privacy is not merely only something to be exchanged upon, 

as though the information about us was money and that’s it. 

It is a developing social property, identifying with values, 

culture, power, social standing, respect and freedom. This 

report started according to the point of view that individuals 

are more than the information they shed and volunteer. “We 

are residents, not simple actual masses of information for 

gathering”, notices socio legitimate analyst- Julia Powles. 

Privacy is undeniably in excess of a thought of 

individualistic, individual damages- it is a fundamental 

component of a sound, popularity-based society. Shielding it 

as innovation advances is both an individual and social 

interest. 
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